
The Order of Service                      

for Home Worship 
 

THE SEVENTEENTH 

SUNDAY after TRINITY 

 
 
Hymn 1   :   Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

 
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

for we have no help but thee; 

yet possessing every blessing, 

if our God our Father be. 
 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us: 

all our weakness thou dost know; 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 

thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

lone and dreary, faint and weary, 

through the desert thou didst go. 
 

Spirit of our God, descending, 

fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 

love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy: 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy 

 
 
 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May 
your strength overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, 
and your Spirit draw us to that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of 
our sins that we may know his peace is our hearts. 
 

Lord Jesus, you show us the way to the Father.  Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you have given us knowledge of your truth. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd leading us into life. Lord, have mercy. 
 

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 
 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia, to the Saviour who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia, Alleluia, to the Triune Majesty. 
 
 

Collect:  Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 
till they find their rest in you: teach us to offer ourselves to your service, that here we 
may have your peace, and in the world to come may see you face to face; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.                              18. 1-4, 25-32 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the 
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.   Yet you say, ‘The 
way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 



commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and 
do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely 
live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O 
house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?   Therefore, I 
will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord 
God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me and 
get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                          Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Psalm 25.  1-10         
 
Response:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God,  
in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame;  
do not let my enemies exult over me.  
Do not let those who wait for you  be put to shame;  
let them be ashamed who are  wantonly treacherous.     (R) 
 
 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord;  
teach me your paths.  
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,  
for you are the God of my salvation;  
for you I wait all day long.            (R) 
 
 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord,  
and of your steadfast love,  
for they have been from of old.  
Do not remember the sins of my youth  
or my transgressions;             (R) 
 

according to your steadfast love remember me,  
for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!  
Good and upright is the LORD;  
therefore, he instructs sinners in the way.    (R) 

 

He leads the humble in what is right, 
and teaches the humble his way.  
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,   
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.   (R) 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.                                             2. 1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross.   Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed 
me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                           Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St. Matthew                      21. 23-32          
Glory to you, O Lord. 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued 
with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not 
believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all 



regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said 
to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  
‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind 
and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, 
sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going 
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him. This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Meditation 
We learn from today’s readings that true authority and obedience to God are 
measured not only by what we say but by our actions and repentance.  Earlier in 
Matthew, Jesus overturns the tables of the money changers in the temple and today 
Jesus is teaching in the temple courts.  While there, the chief priests and elders 
interrupt Jesus to ask, “By what authority are you doing these things?”  Jesus replies 
by speaking of the baptism of John the Baptist.  Through the various questions the 
leaders put to Jesus, they end up trapping themselves. 
 

Jesus follows this with the Parable of the Two Sons.  The father asks the first son to 
work in the vineyard.  At first, he refuses but then regrets his choice and changes his 
mind.  The second son does the opposite as he agrees to work in the vineyard but 
does not appear.  Jesus asks the leaders which son did the Father’s will and they 
answer correctly by saying the first son. 
 

Jesus applies this story directly to the religious elite.  He tells of tax collectors enter 
the Kingdom of God ahead of the chief priests.  These outcasts originally said “No” to 
God, but when John the Baptist preached about righteousness, they repented and 
believed.  However, the religious leaders said “Yes” to God with their titles and 
attendance but upon seeing the results of John’s ministry, they would not change their 
hearts or minds.   
 

So, what can we learn from this?  Well, we learn that faith is not about sounding pious 
or claiming status rather it is about a humble heart that turns towards God and bears 
real, genuine fruit.  Amen. 
 
 

Intercessions: 
In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the 
Church and for the world to our heavenly Father. 
 

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among 
them Mary our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our 
own ministry area; May the Church be faithful to its calling of bringing the Good News 
of Christ to all the world, promoting reconciliation where there is division. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression among 
them the people of the Ukraine, the Holy Land and throughout the Middle East, for all 
suffering the effects of natural disaster, for the people of Nepal and Tibet and for those 
suffering from famine or drought; May the leaders of the nations be led by the Spirit 
to bring peace and hope where there is conflict and despair. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give 
thanks for all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; may we bring the sustaining love 
of God to all in need among whom we live. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved, 
for the lonely and isolated and for all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before 
God those known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded 
in our intercession books; relieve them according to their need, strengthen them with 
your Holy Spirit and console them with the love of Christ. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved 
ones and we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death 
falls at this time; welcome them and all the departed into the eternal joy and peace of 
your heavenly kingdom. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 



And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, 
The power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Peace: 
Blessed are those who make peace; they shall be called God’s children. The peace 
of the Lord be with you and with all those whom you love. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Let us pray: 
God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water; refresh and sustain 
us as we go forward on our journey in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

The Blessing: 
The Lord be with you.   And also, with you. 
The peace of God which is beyond all understanding guard your hearts in the 
knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn 2.   What a friend we have in Jesus 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus,       

all our sins and griefs to bear!                                                                            

What a privilege to carry  

everything to him in prayer!                                                                                       

O what peace we often forfeit.   

O what needless pain we bear,   

all because we do not carry  

everything to God in prayer. 
 

Have we trials and temptations?   

Is there trouble anywhere?                                                                                      

We should never be discouraged:   

take it to the Lord in prayer!                                                                                                

Can we find a friend so faithful,  

who will all our sorrows share?                                                                              

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness –  

take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden,  

cumbered with a load of care?                                                                                 

Jesus only is our refuge, 

take it to the Lord in prayer!                                                                                                     

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?   

Take it to the Lord in prayer!                                                                 

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee,  

thou wilt find a solace there. 
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